UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05785006 Date: 10/30/2015

IRELEASE IN FULL|

From: v Sullivan, Jacob J <Sullivan)J@state.gov>
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To: H

Subject: 2004 - Russia

Putin Defends His 'Democracy' - CBS Newshttp://www.cbsnews.com/2100-18560_162-
693422.htmI?pageNum=2&tag=contentMain;contentBody '

Here you go: "In the United States, you first elect the electors and then they vote for the presidential candidates. In
Russia, the president is elected through the direct vote of the whole population - that might be even more democratic,"
says Putin. "And you have other problems in your elections. Four years ago, your presidential election was decided by
the court. But we're not going to poke our nose into your democratic system because that's up te the American people.”
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